Running head: RESEARCH METHODS                                                                                      1
RESEARCH METHODS                                                                                                     7













Research Method
Name
Institution









Research Methods
Part A: The Scientific Method
1. The psychology Research Topic I would be interested in Researching?
Topic-Which are the factors that can also lead severe change in attitude towards religion?
2. Steps of the scientific research method
· Generating research ideas; the step allows the researcher to have a relevant research topic. A research topic can be generated from personal experiences, real-world problem or even from earlier research or theory.
· Gathering background information is the second step. It allows the researcher to have information about the chosen topic. The information is obtained from articles or any other material that is relevant to the topic.
· Formulating a hypothesis is the third step.  A hypothesis can be either null or alternative. It is usually formulated based on the background information.
· The fourth step involves designing and conducting a study. The researcher develops a method that well suits his topic of choice. The study is then conducted in the field according to the design chosen.
· The fifth step is analyzing data and drawing conclusions. Data collected in the field is analyzed and conclusion made. Analysis can either be qualitative or quantitative. Conclusions are made according to the formulated hypothesis. 
· Reporting the finding is the sixth step. Public reporting is important and enables actions to be taken.    Most common methods of reporting psychological reports are through publishing in scientific journals.
· The final step in psychology research is building knowledge which either proves or disapproves the hypothesis (Passer, 2013).
3. Importance of following the scientific research method steps 
 	Following the above steps will enable the researcher to obtain all the needed resources to conduct research successfully. Following the steps also gives the researcher an easy time throughout the research period.  In addition, it enables transparency on how the conclusions were obtained (Passer, 2013).
4. How I could Study my topic using the above steps.
 I would follow the above steps one after the other. Since I already have my topic ready I would go to the second step. In this second step, I would study resources which have information as I seek. I would search from religion and psychology journals, books, websites and historical books that have information about religion attitude.  Based on the information I will have obtained, I would have got, I would form a hypothesis that would be tested through data collection and analysis. I would then design the study and conduct it. I would also define tools for data collection in this step. I would also determine sample size and have the sample sort. The study design could be a cohort study or cross section depending on my hypothesis.  I would then analyze the data collected and in the field and draw my conclusions. I would then report my finding to the relevant body. And finally, I would build knowledge and develop theories depending on my findings.
Part B: The American Psychological Association Code of Ethics 
1. The general ethical principles of the American Psychological Association are;
Principle A: Beneficence and Non-maleficence. This principle aims at protecting those that are involved in a study. To minimize harm as a result of the study
Principle B: Fidelity and responsibility. The principles establish a trust relationship between the psychologist and the community they are working with. The principle also aims at ensuring that the psychologists understand their scientific and professional responsibilities to the communities they are in.
Principle C: Integrity. The American Psychology Association aims at promoting honesty and accuracy in all areas of psychology. 
Principle D: Justice. Psychologists understand the need for fairness in all areas. The principle allows all individuals to access their services using an equal procedure. They execute fair judgment being keen not to be biased.
Principle E: Respect for people’s rights and dignity. Psychologist respect people's privacy. They understand the worth of all people and therefore safeguard their rights. Confidentiality is one of principle psychologist are concerned about.

2. Importance of American Psychological Association Principles
	 APA ethics code is of great importance to all psychologists and all others who are willing to adopt them for practice(June 1, June 1, 2010, January 1, & reserved, n.d.). First, they offer guidance to psychologists on the standards of conduct during research and other practices. The codes also allow professional judgment to the psychologist. They also guided against the effects of rules that change with time from affecting psychologist role. In addition, they ensure justice that would otherwise be missing without a modifier(June 1 et al., n.d.).     
3. How I could conduct my study I way that adhere to the ethical principles
 To adhere to American Psychology Association (APA) Principles I would;
· Ensure that all the participants sign an informed consent that contains all information about the research and would not involve participants against their will.
· Use numbers to identify the participants instead of using their actual names
· Ensure that I understand the psychological needs of the community in order to make sure that I didn’t harm them psychologically.  
· Treat all the participants equally each according to their needs.
Part C: Informed Consent Form
Title of Study:  What are the factors that lead to severe change of attitude towards religion?
Name of Study Investigator:
i. The purpose of this study 
The study aims at understanding the factors that lead to people changing their attitude towards religion. Which are the factors that turn people towards and which are the factors that turn people away from religion?
ii. If you agree to be part of the research study, you will be asked to give your history in religion. You will be asked also to say whether you belong to any religion. If you belong to any religion you will be asked to give your reasons why you hose to be a member of that religion. If you don’t belong to any you will also be asked to give the reasons why you chose not to join any. 
iii. Possible risk or discomfort associated with this study is:
iv. This research involves no physical risks. However, some information about your choices might be sensitive or painful to give and therefore, you might experience a little bit of psychological discomfort. 
v. Which are the possible benefit from this study 
vi. There will be no financial benefits or any other tangible gained by you being a participant in the study,
vii. What will happen to the information collected in the study?
viii. The researcher will not be using your names to collect data and information from you. Instead, he will be using codes and you should not be worried about your privacy and confidentiality.   
ix. If you have questions during the course of the study please contact me through the telephone number on this form
x. If you change your mind about being in the study fill free to inform me so as I can release you.
By signing this document, you are agreeing to be in the study. You will be given a copy of this document for your records and one copy will be kept with the study records. Be sure that questions you have about the study have been answered and that you understand what you are being asked to do. 
I agree to participate in the study.

_____________________________________ 		____________________
Signature							Date
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